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The Lord Your God Goes Before You 
God’s Work in the Book of Joshua 

Something More Is Going on Here than First Meets the Eye 
Introduction to the Study of Joshua 

Focus Attention: 

Joshua fit de battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho 

Joshua fit de battle of Jericho, 

And the walls came a tumblin' down  

You may talk about the man of Gideon, 

You may talk about the man of Saul, 

There's none like good ole Joshua, and the battle of Jericho.  

Up to the walls of Jericho 

He marched with spear in hand; 

“Go blow them ram horns,” Joshua cried, “for the battle is in my hand.”  

These are words to one of the best known songs from the group of songs commonly referred 

to as “Negro Spirituals” written by enslaved people from the 1800s in the United States.  The 

people saw similarities between their plight in this land and the experiences of the people of 

Israel.  They took comfort from the stories of the Old Testament that there was a God who 

loved them, cared about their oppression, desired freedom for them, and would work on their 

behalf to bring about their freedom.  Unfortunately, they may have missed the bigger 

meaning of the story in limiting it to their particular situation. 

Many of us know the song and almost all of us know the story.  Many have heard the story 

since the time each was very young in Bible class somewhere or from listening to it from 

parents.  But do we know the story, and do we know the story of Joshua?  Are we aware of 

the spiritual truths to be found in this part of God‟s redemptive history? 

There is quite possibly more the Book of Joshua than first meets the eye. 

Focus on the Word:  

A. Joshua, the book 

1. Timeline of the historical setting (see map of “Joshua‟s Geographical and Historical Introduction”) 

a. Abraham was called by God to leave Ur for a land that God would give to him 

and his descendants. 

Genesis 15:13-21 (NIV)  
13 

Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that your descendants 

will be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved 

and mistreated four hundred years. 
14 

But I will punish the nation they 
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serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great 

possessions… 
16 

In the fourth generation your descendants will come 

back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full 

measure…  To your descendants I give this land, from the river of 

Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates – 
19 

the land of the Kenites, 

Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 
20 

Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
21 

Amorites, 

Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.” 

b. Abraham had two sons: Isaac and Ishmael.  Isaac, the son of the promise, had two 

sons: Jacob and Esau.  Jacob, the son chosen to continue the promise, was given a 

new name, Israel, and had 12 sons and 1 daughter. 

c. Through a series of providential events, Jacob and his family settled in Egypt.  

Jacob‟s descendants, the children of Israel, were forced into slavery after the 

rulers of Egypt became frightened by the large numbers of Israelites within the 

borders of their land.   

d. After 400 years, Moses led the Israelites out of the bondage of Egypt to settle in 

the land of promise first mentioned to Abraham.  God gave His Law and 

established His Covenant with the people through Moses at Mt. Sinai. 

e. Moses sent 12 spies to survey the land God was giving to them, the land known as 

Canaan, but the people‟s unbelief caused 40 years of wilderness wanderings. 

f. After the generation that refused to trust God‟s promises died in the wilderness 
journey, a new generation arrived at Canaan‟s doorstep.  God was ready to fulfill 

His promises to give Israel the land and to make Israel into a great nation, and He 

selected a new leader who would lead the way. 

2. Timeline of the salvation history setting (see timeline of biblical events) 

a. The Book of Joshua records more than just the blessing of God on a unique nation 

in history. 

b. The story really began in Genesis 3:15, when God declares to Satan, “I will cause 
hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 

offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

c. God‟s plan to destroy the work of Satan continues to unfold in His promise to 

Abraham: “I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the 

stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 

possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on 

earth will be blessed” (Genesis 22:17-18). 

d. At points along the timeline, Satan‟s efforts to prevent God‟s strategy for 
redemption are evident: strife between Isaac and Ishmael; strife between Jacob 

and Esau; the selling of Joseph into slavery; Jacob‟s family threatened by famine 

in the land; the Israelites taken into bondage in Egypt; the grumblings and 

murmurings of the Israelites on their way to the land of promise.  But God shows 

His victory over Satan‟s scheme‟s in each instance.  (See Genesis 45:4-7.) 
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e. The history recorded in the book of Joshua, therefore, is more than just the work 

of God on behalf of a nation of people.  It is the continuation of God‟s work to 

fulfill His ultimate redemptive plan in Jesus Christ. 

3. Interpreting the Book of Joshua 

a. Joshua is the beginning book of the section of the Hebrew Bible commonly 

known as „the Former Prophets.”  Though a record of historical events, it was not 

intended to be a thorough, historical, archaeological, or scientific study of the 

years it covers.  Instead, the aim of Joshua is to present an interpretive 

(prophetical) history of God‟s dealings with His covenant people Israel. 

b. The stress here is interpretive.  The human author of this book (along with the 

other books of the OT) was a prophet guided by the Holy Spirit to unfold the 

fabric that holds these events together and gives them their true meaning. 

c. This prophetic history is chiefly about what God did in each event and only 

secondarily about what the humans in the events did.  The ultimate lessons from 

the accounts are in how God is working His purposes out for all of mankind. 

4. Studying narratives in Scripture 

a. God and His redeeming work are always at the center of biblical narrative. 

b. Through man‟s experience with God and with other human beings, we gain 

principles for living the way God intends mankind to live. 

c. The historical setting for the narrative is important because it sits in a point in 

time in God‟s redemptive history. 

d. Just because something is recorded does not mean that God approves or sanctions 

the action or words recorded. 

i. Look for direct statements that will interpret the words or actions. 

ii. Look for consequences and judgments by God. 

iii. Look for Scripture to interpret Scripture. 

e. Must be careful about reading too much into a narrative, while at the same time 

getting as much out of its record as possible. 

B. Joshua, the man 

1. What do most people know about Joshua before the events recorded in the book by 

his name?  Is it primarily limited to the account of the 12 spies, 10 of whom gave a 

discouraging report and 2 who looked forward in faith?  Are the images of Joshua 

formed by the classic movie “The Ten Commandments”? 

2. The making of a leader 

a. When Israel met its first enemy after crossing the Red Sea, the Amalekites, it was 

Joshua who led the Lord‟s army in the battle (Ex 17:8-16) as Aaron and Hur 

helped Moses hold up his staff on the top of a hill. 
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b. When Moses and the elders of Israel ascended Mount Sinai to see God and to eat 

in His presence, Joshua was among them, and Joshua went still further up with 

Moses (Ex 24:9-13).  (Joshua is referred to as Moses‟ aide.) 

c. Joshua was alone with Moses on the mountain when Aaron was below in the 

camp letting Israel fall into idolatry and debauchery (Ex 32:17-35). 

d. Joshua was with Moses regularly as he met with God at the Tent of Meeting 

(Ex 33:11). 

e. When Joshua was concerned that some elders were prophesying apart from 

Moses, Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake?  I wish that all the Lord‟s 

people were prophets!” (Num 11:24-29). 

f. When the twelve spies surveyed the land for the initial conquest of Canaan, only 

Joshua and Caleb gave an encouraging report about the people in the land, 

reflecting their faith (Num 13). 

3. Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8 and 34:9.   

a. Joshua was equipped to lead Israel, for he was “filled with the spirit of wisdom 

because Moses had laid his hands on him.”  God passed His Spirit from Moses to 

Joshua, having trained Joshua through Moses for forty years. 

b. The reason Joshua could respond in faith after spying out the land of Canaan 

when all others were cowering in fear is because he had been a close witness to 

the power of God through his association with Moses. 

C. Do you want to get the most you can out of the Book of Joshua? 

1. Joshua 24:1-15 -- Start at the end to understand the rest. 

a. The Book of Joshua emphasizes what God did in the conquest of Canaan. 

b. The Book of Joshua emphasizes the faith response to what God has done. 

c. The Book of Joshua emphasizes the choice to follow God at the exclusion of all 

others. 

2. What was it about Joshua that made him a successful leader of God‟s people?   

“The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor 

forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” (Deut 31:8). 

Focus on Life 

P  What situations in your life do you need to hear the words, “The LORD himself goes 

before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged”?  How will you take these to heart? 

P  Who is someone that has served as a mentor for you?  What are one or two things that 

you have learned from this person? 

P  Is there someone you should be mentoring in the faith?  How can you go about 

developing this relationship? 
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P  Have you ever thought of your life as being a part of God continued salvation history?  

How does that perspective change your outlook?  Is there more to your life than first 

meets the eye? 

Focus on Tomorrow 

Get ready for our study of the Book of Joshua by spending time reading it this week.  Look for key 

words or phrases that appear regularly in the reading.  Take a few notes from your reading.  Spend 

time in prayer asking God to open His truth to your heart and mind through this study. 
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